Thirsting for GOD
Exploring Spiritual Discipline
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1As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God.

2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come and behold the face of God? 

Psalm 42:1-2
Lesson 8:  On Service – Finding Meaning in Our Substance.

Last week, as we concluded our lesson on worship, we are now well set to finish our series tonight with a discussion on service.  If you recall, we started our series talking about the purpose of the spiritual disciplines and how they enrich and enliven the inner man.  We learned that as we practice the spiritual disciplines of prayer, study, fasting, and meditation we are cultivating within us more meaningful relationships with GOD the Father through Jesus Christ.  After this, we shifted gears and examined how these internal disciplines work themselves out in the context of the Christian community in our discussions on fellowship and worship.  In this week’s lesson all of what we learned will culminate in our discussion On Service – Finding Meaning in Our Substance.  

You may have already perceived that we were headed this way when we talked about worship in the message on Sunday.  We talked about how the very act of worship affects/effects the worshiper.  Our example was the woman at the well in John 4.  True worship:
1. Worship humbles us, by confronting us with GOD’s power and our weakness.

2. Worship gives opportunity for honesty and the gift of confession.
3. Worship allows us to forsake unnecessary distraction.

4. Worship transforms the worshipper.

5. Worship turns worshippers into witnesses.  


It is the final point in the list above that we pick up as our focus for the remainder of our lesson this evening.  True worship transforms us into witnesses.  The spiritual disciplines are not simply exercises of the individual for his or her own personal gain.  There is a higher end – a greater purpose.  There is an outworking of this inner-working that must be manifest.  The faith and fervor that is stirred by the spiritual disciplines must be consummated in meaningful work, even the service of the LORD!  The woman at the well, left her encounter with Jesus as an evangelist!  Through her testimony, a whole town of Samaritans answered the call to salvation!  Her worship became witness and work as her heart brimmed with gratitude for the grace shown her by Christ!  
I fear, however, that few of us ever actually extend ourselves beyond our own worshipful experience into the area of meaningful service!  In a subtle type of selfishness we relish the gifts and grace of GOD for ourselves without ever seeing the need, or developing the impetus to employ such a great gift for the good of others!  Though our candles were once ablaze with living faith in the grace of GOD, they are soon extinguished under the bushels of selfishness, insecurity, and apathy.  We have a faith that saves us, but we resist the power of this same faith to transform us, equip us, empower us, and impress us to live before GOD in both practical and meaningful ways.  We are largely negligent in our cause and inconsistent in the great commission to teach and demonstrate the Gospel wherever we go!  We are remiss in our Christian duties, derelict in our responsibilities, distracted from our goal, thus rendering all of our religious exercises, devoid of purpose.  Dead works are ever unacceptable in the sight of GOD, “holding to the outward form of godliness but denying its power”
.  True worship yields witnesses and workers.
14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters,﻿e﻿if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17 So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

James 2:14-17
We are admonished in the verse above to not only recall the transforming power of grace through faith, but we are counseled to remember that this faith is a living faith that must be affirmed practically.  What other sign do we bear of our salvation?  What other mark might we yield?  What be the benefit of our substance, our rituals, our exercises, if not to promote GOD’s kingdom in a way that may be embraced by those we have been saved and dispatched to serve.  Even as Christ’s love for humanity was demonstrated when he healed the sick, blessed the children, embraced the outcasts, and ministered to the poor, His love was then consummated on Calvary’s cross.  This is the place where the poor become rich, the broken are made whole, sick are declared well, the weak are made strong, the wretched are made righteous, and the sin sick are saved!  Jesus’ example is our example.  
Though equal with GOD, Jesus embraced the role of servant in order that he might lift a spiritually destitute and morally bankrupt humanity into communion again with the Father.  He, for the joy that was set before Him, endured the Cross and despised its shame!  His actions were a culmination of His conversation.  His works were the fruits of His faith, favor, and his speech!  His attitude was one of humility, his disposition one of meekness.  His attitude was one of compassion, his disposition one of generosity.  His attitude was one of meekness, his disposition one of sacrifice.  His attitude was one of lowliness, His disposition that of a suffering servant!  
James’ admonition is not simply one of conviction and criticism, but it is also one of instruction and utility.  We are challenged but we are not simply chided.  We are given a practical example of how we might approach our faith in the discipline of service.  What does James say?  What practical directions does James provide for us? _______________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are some other practical ways you think you might be able to work out your faith? ____

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What commitments are you willing to make to ensure that your life reflects your faith? _____

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Brothers and sisters, we have come to the end of our series on Exploring Spiritual Discipline and my heart is filled with desperate hopefulness that we will sense the relevance of our faith to our daily lives.  I pray that we will see how our faith must be demonstrated in our relationships with one another, in our speech and in our reputation, and in our willingness to embrace the mantle of service to our friends, families, and even our foes.  I pray that we will regard every action as a potential act of worship and service, and see our lives infused and transformed by the awesome power of His presence and His love.    I pray that we find meaning in our substance!  Our service, our generosity, and our compassion to our fellowman, these all give meaning to our substance, and subsequently fill our own lives with meaning!  To neglect such responsibility is to not only deny those in need around us, but it is to rob ourselves of the joy, peace, and fulfillment that abounds in the hearts of those who love intentionally and serve indiscriminately.  Such is the nature of GOD’s love for us; so shall it be in our love to one another.  


So then, as we close this series of lessons, we must never abandon the spiritual disciplines.  Let this not be an end, but a beginning.  The disciplines are the means through which GOD enriches, enlivens, empowers, transforms, and infuses our lives with purpose.  Jesus practiced these disciplines and as His disciples, we ought to embrace them as well.  We will enjoy an intimacy with GOD we never so imagined. We will possess the peace that comes from walking in purpose. We will be imbued with spiritual strength, and we will capture the contentment that comes as the collateral blessing for all who consent to continue in Him!  Come let us explore and celebrate the beauty of the Spiritual Disciplines.
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