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The Parables of Jesus

2And he taught them many things by parables…

Mark 4:2a
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An Unprofitable Servant…
Lesson 9

Last week we had a stirring lesson about forgiveness and mercy.  We learned that forgiveness is a mandate that we must carry out, if we are to be free and blessed before God.  As recipients of God’s grace and rich salvation, we are compelled to pursue and pass on the practical demonstration of love that is manifest in mercy and forgiveness.  We have the opportunity now to close the door on our past and set a firm foundation for positive, healthy, and fulfilling relationships in our future as we learn to forgive.  We don’t have to be slaves to past hurts or past wrongs.  We no longer have to be imprisoned by wounds and scars from the past.  We can be transformed from victims into victors.  We can move from brokenness to wholeness; we can move from being objects of our circumstance to becoming over-comers through Christ!  It begins as we choose to practice forgiveness – as we choose to absorb the responsibility of another’s wrong deeds and set them free even as God’s unconditional love is released in our lives and has made us whole!


Forgiveness is a milestone that we must all pass on the path to spiritual maturity.  We cannot negotiate around it neither can we relegate it to some minor aspect of our faith walk.  Forgiveness is at the core of a new and abundant life in Christ. The depth and health of our personal relationship with Christ hinges on our willingness to persist in blessing those who curse us, praying for our enemies, doing right by those that mistreat us, and granting kind words when we are confronted with wrath.  Forgiveness represents the Christian faith at is elemental base – if we fail to master it, all else is meaningless dead work! Jesus spoke these words to all who would follow him.  ﻿35﻿ ﻿l﻿By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
 


Plainly speaking, if we do not learn to forgive, we will not mature in Christ, and we cannot move on to the next stage in our lives. To begin a discussion about callings and gifts, service and anointing is out of order without first holding up Christ’s example of mercy and forgiveness.  It is only as we embrace these first things (love, mercy, forgiveness) that we may begin a conversation as to how we should use what He’s given us.  In this lesson, as we move forward, we will be studying the parable of the Unprofitable Servant.  Let’s read together:
﻿14﻿ ﻿k﻿“For the kingdom of heaven is ﻿l﻿like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. ﻿15﻿ And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, ﻿m﻿to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey. ﻿16﻿ Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents. ﻿17﻿ And likewise he who had received two gained two more also. ﻿18﻿ But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money. ﻿19﻿ After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20﻿ “So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.’ ﻿21﻿ His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were ﻿n﻿faithful over a few things, ﻿o﻿I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into ﻿p﻿the joy of your lord.’ ﻿22﻿ He also who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.’ ﻿23﻿ His lord said to him, ﻿q﻿‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into ﻿r﻿the joy of your lord.’ 24﻿ “Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed. ﻿25﻿ And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’ 26﻿ “But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You ﻿s﻿wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed. ﻿27﻿ So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own with interest. ﻿28﻿ So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. 29﻿ ﻿t﻿‘For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. ﻿30﻿ And cast the unprofitable servant ﻿u﻿into the outer darkness. ﻿v﻿There will be weeping and ﻿w﻿gnashing of teeth.’ 

A Closer Look

As we approach this passage we encounter a recurring theme about a householder calling his servants in to give an account of their labor and their stewardship. We encounter this imagery in the parable of the householder, we witness it again in the parable of the unforgiving servant, and we see it here again in this lesson about the unprofitable servant.  

Why do you think this ‘calling into account’ continues to be repeated in the Parables? _________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
In the lesson tonight we find this ‘certain man’ giving different amounts of money to each of his servants.  What does this teach us about God’s ways?  Does this remind you of previous lessons?  How? ____________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

The ‘certain man’ returns after a long time and was pleased to find that his servants had been busy investing what he entrusted to them.  One of his servants made and excuse – what was his excuse? ______________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you ever felt like you could not do what others accomplished because you didn’t get the same thing, didn’t have the same opportunities, or didn’t possess the same resources? ______________________________________________
What made this servant unprofitable?  Before you answer with the obvious answer (He didn’t use what he had), consider the mindset or the thinking errors that caused him to be unprofitable. _________________________________
There are far too many people in the church that are 'unprofitable servants'; far too many people claiming association and connection to the body of Christ, while their lives are fruitless and unproductive. Far too many names on the role in the Christian Church, whose lone activity has been reduced to idle watching and sitting as spectators to the work of promoting GOD's Kingdom in the earth!  Far too many claiming to have roots in GOD's vineyard but bear none of His fruit! Does this sound familiar? 
If we peel back the layers and look into the mind of this unprofitable servant we will find a mind filled with envy and a heart that covets. Covetousness is one of the subtler sins mentioned in the law that GOD gave to mankind through Moses.  Its subtlety, however, betrays its deadly nature. Covetousness, at the root speaks to one's discontentment over GOD's good judgment. It is one's own estimation that GOD is not fair and just and that He has somehow wronged us by being a blessing to someone else. Covetousness causes envy. Envy breeds contempt, and contempt causes murder in the most literal sense and in the figurative sense as to the words that we say that can destroy people and ruin our testimony!

Covetousness causes bitterness, as in the case of this unprofitable servant, and will lead us to rebel against GOD. It causes us to be ungrateful and causes us to overlook how much God has blessed us.  It causes us to question God’s ways, and worse yet it causes us to question God’s integrity as though He were behaving selfishly or unfairly toward us. It causes us to behave as though God has never done for us, never blessed us, and never provided for us.  This type of attitude reaches it pinnacle in the behavior of the unprofitable servant – he buries his talent in the earth.  He took that which his lord had given and did nothing with it!
God gives to all of his children according to His will and His purposes.  His ways are always good and should be acceptable to us.  What excuses have you made for not using what you have to the glory of God?  Is it that you question the value of what God has placed in you? Is it that you don’t have enough time?  Not enough resources? Not smart enough? ‘So and so’ is better than you? You’re too tired – been through too much?  God didn’t give you much to work with, huh?  If God wanted you to do something, he could have at least made it easy and convenient.  Everybody else has it so much lighter and easier than you, right?  What is your excuse for not using what God has placed in you?  What is your excuse for sitting on our blessed assurance while God’s work is neglected?  What is the reason for wasting the health and strength he’s given us in idleness and foolishness?  I would contend that God has given each of us, exactly what he wants us to have, and this grace given us (whatever station we are at in life) is indeed sufficient.  Use what you have, great or small, to the glory of God.  Be diligent and faithful, even in the few things.  God always responds to faith and faithfulness – it is the currency of His kingdom!  
Remember that little becomes much when you put it in the Master’s hands!
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