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The Parables of Jesus

2And he taught them many things by parables…
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Lesson 2 



The Parable of 'the Sower
Last week, we introduced our study in the Parables of Jesus. We learned what a parable is and we learned why Jesus spoke and taught in parables. We will approach our first text this week in the Gospel of Mark. Mark is the oldest and also the shortest of the Gospels. It is believed by some that the Gospel was penned by John Mark the contemporary and companion of Paul and Barnabas, however it must be admitted that this is just theory. Dating ancient texts is an extremely difficult task, and as you recall from last week's lesson it is widely held that the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, & Luke) are anonymous.

The style of writing in the Gospel of Mark is very direct with very little material to connect the different narratives outlining the life and ministry of Jesus. One of Mark's favorite words in the Gospel is the conjunction 'and'! You should also note that in the Gospel of Mark, there is no birth narrative. Mark focuses primarily on Jesus as He begins His public ministry, being baptized by John in the River Jordan.

Tonight our printed text comes from Mark 4. I thought this a good place to start, because it will give us insight as to how we should receive the Word of GOD and hide it in our hearts! It will set a tone for the rest of our study - The Parable of the Sower.
Let's read together:
And ﻿a﻿again He began to teach by the sea. And a great multitude was gathered to Him, so that He got into a boat and sat in it on the sea; and the whole multitude was on the land facing the sea. ﻿2﻿ Then He taught them many things by parables, ﻿b﻿and said to them in His teaching:

﻿3﻿ “Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. ﻿4﻿ And it happened, as he sowed, that some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds ﻿1﻿of the air came and devoured it. ﻿5﻿ Some fell on stony ground, where it did not have much earth; and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth of earth. ﻿6﻿ But when the sun was up it was scorched, and because it had no root it withered away. ﻿7﻿ And some seed fell among thorns; and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no ﻿2﻿crop. ﻿8﻿ But other seed fell on good ground and yielded a crop that sprang up, increased and produced: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.” 
 
Mark 4:1-8
A Closer Look

We have read the text now let's see how well we understand it. Answer the questions below.

What seed is being sown? _____________________________________________________________

Who is the sower? ___________________________________________________________________

What is the ground? __________________________________________________________________

What does the ‘wayside’ represent? _____________________________________________________

Who are the fowl? ___________________________________________________________________

What does the stony ground represent? _________________________________________________

What does the sun represent? _________________________________________________________

What do the thorns represent? _________________________________________________________

What is the fruit? ____________________________________________________________________

What is the good ground? _____________________________________________________________
﻿13﻿ And He said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand all the parables? ﻿14﻿ ﻿g﻿The sower sows the word. ﻿15﻿ And these are the ones by the wayside where the word is sown. When they hear, Satan comes immediately and takes away the word that was sown in their hearts. ﻿16﻿ These likewise are the ones sown on stony ground who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with gladness; ﻿17﻿ and they have no root in themselves, and so endure only for a time. Afterward, when tribulation or persecution arises for the word’s sake, immediately they stumble. ﻿18﻿ Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, ﻿19﻿ and the ﻿h﻿cares of this world, ﻿i﻿the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. ﻿20﻿ But these are the ones sown on good ground, those who hear the word, ﻿5﻿accept it, and bear ﻿j﻿fruit: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.” 

Mark 4:13-20

Compare your answers with what we learned from the verses above about this parable. How close did you come in your understanding? Now that you have a good understanding of the parable, what practical insight have you gained from this passage? ___________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Most of you are probably weary from hearing me say that we must respond to the Word of GOD - but I will say it again… and again! We must have a heart of flesh and willing spirit; we must receive the Word with gladness and then consent to His Spirit to walk it out daily! Godly virtue and a holy life that pleases GOD cannot be accomplished apart from acceptance of and obedience to the Word of GOD!
We bring forth the fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) as the soil of our hearts is prepared.  The stone is turned to flesh, and the seed which is the Word is planted in us. The Word in us is nurtured as we submit to the guidance of the Holy Spirit by resisting temptation, and affirmed in us by our continued obedience to Him!
GOD of the Harvest, prepare the soil of our hearts, that we might receive Your Word with gladness.
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