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The Parables of Jesus

2And he taught them many things by parables…

Mark 4:2a
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The Lord is My Shepherd…

Lesson 19
We have reached a transition in our lessons.  Some of you are probably glad to hear that, because in all honesty our last several lessons have been very difficult.  I have not been without my own set of challenges in these lessons.  I am as challenged as you are when I am confronted with the Word of GOD!  We should, however, rejoice because we know that GOD disciplines who He loves!  We would not be His children if He did not discipline us! ‘But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live?  For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness.’ (Hebrews12:8-10)
We can rejoice even as we have endured these hard lessons, because GOD is still working on us; pruning us and purging us that we may bring forth much fruit!  Just as we sing on Sunday morning, ‘We won’t leave here like we came…’, we should never want to leave service, or read a scripture, or attend a Sunday school class, and walk away in the same condition that we came!  Sometimes medicine is bitter to the taste and strong, but I am convinced that it is for the good or our souls!  I hope that you will yield to the power of the Holy Spirit and receive the Word of GOD with gladness – even when it hurts – for therein is life and life more abundantly. 

Our next several lessons will address more directly the Gospel that Jesus preached!  We will learn of GOD’s deep concern for all things ‘lost’!  We will discuss how it is we are lost, and we will celebrate the hope we have in a Savior who came to ‘seek and to save that which was lost!’ (Luke 19:10)
Tonight our lesson is about the Lost Sheep.  Let’s read our text together.
1Now the tax collectors and "sinners" were all gathering around to hear him. 2But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes sinners and eats with them." 3Then Jesus told them this parable: 4"Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, 'Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.' 7I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 

Luke 15:1-7
A Closer Look


Before we deal with our text, we should probably learn a little about shepherds and sheep.  In John 10:1-18, Jesus explains his position as the Good Shepherd.  The shepherd would have been a familiar figure during these times.  In the strictest and most religious sections of the Jews, the shepherd was looked down on.  Because of his calling, the shepherd could not obey all the petty little ceremonial laws and minute regulations that represented ritual purity.  The claims of the flock made it impossible for strict adherence to these laws and this caused those who perceived themselves as ‘religious’ to judge the shepherds as lowly and lacking religious prominence. 
We have discussed some of the reasons shepherds would not have been respected, but now let’s see if we can identify some of the good qualities that a shepherd must possess.  ___________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
What tools would a shepherd take with him as he watched over the sheep? ____________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
What are some of the things that a shepherd would have to do to care for the sheep? ____________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Now let’s see what you know about sheep.  What are some of the qualities that you see in sheep? _________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why do you think Jesus uses sheep as an example of mankind?  There is one practical reason, and perhaps a few more less than obvious reasons.  _____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way;
Isaiah 53:6a


Hundreds of years before Christ the Good Shepherd was revealed, GOD’s prophet spoke of men turning their own way, going astray. Sadly, even after the Good Shepherd has come, many have still been led astray by the issues of life and the cares of the world.  We are a distracted people, but our distraction does not often come suddenly and with great conspicuousness. Our distraction is as subtle as a sheep slowly and carelessly nibbling his way away from the flock.  Sheep are not of the kind to just run off or run away, most sheep simply nibble themselves away from the flock and the voice of their shepherd.  First there is one small thing that grabs our attention, then another, then another… munch, munch, munch… and before you know it has been weeks since we have spent time praying, had time for personal devotion, and then we miss church on Sunday, something came up on Wednesday, woke up late for Sunday school, missed prayer service, slowly drawn away by the mundane issues of life, we’ve nibbled ourselves out into a wilderness!  We are estranged from the other sheep, by the sheer lack of our presence, and the voice of our Shepherd is distant and indistinguishable!  Terror strikes and we find that we have wandered deeper than we imagined and now we’ve fallen into a pit.  Wolves now surrounded us, with their hungry eyes (temptation comes), and we are tempted to faint!  

Glory to GOD, we have a Good Shepherd who will go after the lost sheep until He finds it! Thank GOD, that Jesus is ever pursuing His sheep and when we have fallen and cannot get up, He will reach down and pick us up!  He will lift us up and carry us to safety!  Have you nibbled yourself into trouble, have you lost your way, are you in strange surroundings, overwhelmed with fear and the danger of sin?  The Good Shepherd is not far from you, can you hear His voice calling to you?  No wonder David could rejoice in the presence of GOD, no wonder He was inspired to write the words that comfort so many of us…
1   The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2   He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 3   He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.4   Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 5   Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 6   Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.
Psalm 23









Prepared by A.Mixon, ZSBC

2

