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The Parables of Jesus

2And he taught them many things by parables…
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An Introduction to the Parables of Jesus 
Lesson 1 

Many of us have been reading the Bible for years and every now and then we come across a story that Jesus uses to teach us about the Kingdom of God.  I have found that for many of us theses stories don’t make sense because we read them too literally or we do not realized the form that is being used to teach us.  In literature there are all different genres and types.  We don’t read poetry the way we read a news article, and we don’t read a novel the same way we might read a technical manual.  If we are going to read anything and extract any meaning at all, we have to understand the genre.  

As is hinted in the title of this series, we will be learning about the parables of Jesus. Before we attempt to define what a parable is, there are several concepts I think we must grasp before we begin.  This will help us to have an effective course of study. 

· [image: image2.wmf]The Bible in its current form did not exist during the times of Jesus. There was however the Old Testament which included, the Psalms & Proverbs, the Prophets, History, and Writings. 

· Most of the people living in the times of Jesus could not read or write, hence we have the importance of scribes in the community. 

· The Gospels were recorded several years after the death, burial, resurrection, and ascension of Christ. The Gospels were published anonymously and were only assigned current names according to early church traditions. (Paul's Epistles actually pre-date the Gospels). 

· 4 very different men wrote the Gospels, to appeal to different audiences, hence we have some of the differences in approach. The message is the same, even though the viewpoint changes. 

· A sure sign of a faith that is maturing lies in one's ability to understand the Parables of  Jesus

What is a parable? 
Before I answer this question, in your own words explain what a 'parable' in the space provided below. ___________________________________________________________________________________________
A parable, in the most literal sense is a placing beside, a comparison, a metaphor, or a similitude. In the Old Testament the word is most readily applied to a proverb, a prophetic saying, or some enigmatic statement. In the New Testament, however, it refers exclusively to the teachings of Jesus. The use of the parable is restricted in the sense, that we have come to understand it as 'an earthly story, with a heavenly meaning.' 

The Parables of Jesus are all recorded in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke. The fourth Gospel, John contains no parable in the strictest sense, although the story of the Good Shepherd has many of the essential features of the parable. While, again, the use of parables has been practiced from the earliest of times, a great deal of Jesus' public teaching was made up of parables. This caused great question in minds of his disciples, which also leads us to the question: 

Why the parable?
Why do you think Jesus used parables to teach his disciples and those who followed him? ________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
﻿11﻿ And He said to them, “To you it has been given to ﻿d﻿know the ﻿4﻿mystery of the kingdom of God; but to ﻿e﻿those who are outside, all things come in parables, ﻿12﻿ so that  ﻿f﻿‘Seeing they may see and not perceive,  And hearing they may hear and not understand; Lest they should turn,  And their sins be forgiven them.’” 

Mark 4:11-12
It is understood by most scholars that Jesus began to use parables somewhere in the second year of His public ministry. Jesus spent the first year of his public ministry teaching and speaking in the synagogues, and though he experienced some success, He was largely unaccepted -He came to His own and His own received Him not! 

It is speculated then that changes in Jesus' approach to teaching, were motivated a growing sense of rejection he developed as He was confronted with the hard-hearted, carnal ideas and ideals that most held about the Messiah. It was then that Christ began to limit His instructions to His disciples and special acquaintances.   Hence we have the purpose of the parable – it was both to conceal and reveal the truth.  Jesus used parables to reveal the truth to those willing hearers and lead them on, but he also used the parables to protect and obscure the truth against scoffers and mockers – those who were wise in their own eyes!  The parable is unique in that it can offer insight to the must careless listener that may be reflected upon later, but it also reveals powerful principles for the genuine seekers of truth.  The parable withdraws the light from those that love darkness, and illuminates those who will search diligently for meaning and revelation.  
﻿16﻿ But ﻿n﻿blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they hear; ﻿17﻿ for assuredly, I say to you ﻿o﻿that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. 

Matthew 11:16-17
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