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Authentic Christianity
What does it mean to Follow Jesus?
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34 And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

Mark 8:34
Lesson 9:  Returning to the Basics – Faith, Hope, & Love (1 Corinthians 13)


We are nearing the close of our series on Authentic Christianity, and I hope you have been blessed, challenged, and encouraged by what we have learned and been reminded of since we began.  The last lessons have been challenging because we have been moving from the negative to the positive. We have been discussing those things that undermine our faith and challenge not only our personal maturity but also the witness of the Church.  We talked about four things that undermine our faith.  Do you recall them?  See if you can list them in the space provided below:
1. _____________________________

2. _____________________________

3. _____________________________

4. _____________________________

That’s right! We talked about the dangers of taking GOD’s grace for granted while continuing in sin (license).  We learned about adding to the grace of GOD, rules that by their very nature undermine the sufficiency and efficacy of Christ’s sacrifice (legalism).  We learned about the debased view of Christ’s sacrifice that would employ grace as a means toward material wealth and prosperity (lust).   Then finally, in our previous lesson we talked about the noble but misguided practice of coveting spiritual gifts while disregarding the Giver of these gifts.  

You should recall, that the Church and more specifically the Christian is struggling in some way or form with each of these subtle but destructive distortions of the nature of GOD’s grace.  Unchecked, these things will ruin us (the Church) and we will end up looking more like world than we do Christ.  All of these distortions of grace are rooted somehow or another in a misplacement of values.  We must take care what we call important and what we lend ourselves to pursue – even in the name of religious zealotry.   

A tremendous lesson we learn from the Apostle Paul is that we may be sincere, we may be devout, we may be well-meaning, and at the same time we may be absolutely wrong!  It is fitting then, as we move forward in today’s lesson that we would go a bit further from where we left off previously in his letter to the Christians at Corinth.  We walked through the 1 Corinthians 12, and we will pick up at the beginning of Chapter 13. 

Back to the Basics – Recalling what is Important…  
1Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. ﻿2﻿And though I have the gift of ﻿ ﻿prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, ﻿ so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. ﻿3﻿And ﻿ though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.

﻿4﻿ ﻿ Love suffers long and is ﻿ kind; love ﻿does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not ﻿puffed up; ﻿5﻿ does not behave rudely, ﻿ does not seek its own, is not provoked, ﻿thinks no evil; ﻿6﻿ ﻿does not rejoice in iniquity, but ﻿rejoices in the truth; ﻿7﻿ bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

﻿8﻿Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. ﻿9﻿ ﻿ For we know in part and we prophesy in part. ﻿10﻿but when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away.

﻿11﻿ When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things. ﻿12﻿for now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then ﻿ face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known.

﻿13﻿And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

1 Corinthians 13


I know that many of you are already familiar with this very famous and often quoted passage of Scripture.  The danger of, however, become so familiar with some thing is that we often overlook the depth, the beauty, and the value of a thing.  When we place these words in the context of what was going on in the midst of the Corinthian Church, Paul’s passion and power is piercing.  The Corinthian Church is distracted, divided, and dangerously close to being derailed totally.  Some flaunted their new liberty in Christ. Others were so consumed by signs and ‘spiritual gifts’ that they became vain and self-righteous in their pursuit of religious prowess.  The Corinthian Church possessed great wealth and great potential to be a blessing to those around – she was a prosperous church.  However, if we continue reading (see 2 Corinthians 8), sometimes they were more concerned about the publicity associated with their pledges than they were about actually delivering what they promised!   Does any of this sound familiar to you?

This was precisely the context into which the Apostle Paul penned the verses in this epistle.  Yes, the words are beautiful and flowing.  They are poetic and emotive, but we must not simply allow these words to affect us, they must also have an effect on us!  These words must provide for us more than just a pause for shallow reflection, but serve to remind us of the values of Christ’s Kingdom and the virtues that define Authentic Christianity.  What Paul sets before us, as Christ manifested in words and in deeds, is not a motivational poem or platitude.  These words must not be reduced to a decoration on wedding programs or greeting cards.  They must be embodied in the very way we live, the way worship, and the way we treat one another.
﻿31﻿But earnestly desire the ﻿﻿best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way. 

1 Corinthians 12:31

Paul in these wonderful verses paints a portrait of what Love looks like.  He strips away the facile adornments of religious activity.  He strips away the pride and the selfishness that secretly informs so many of our actions.  He undermines the natural inclination many of us possess toward self-preservation and skepticism.  Instead, he inclines us to hope against despair, to look for the good even among the bad, and to endure faithfully even in the face of opposition.  We are encouraged to relish the truth and shun corrupt conversations.  We are prodded toward contentment and compelled to abandon covetousness.  
We are exhorted to Love, to yield to His power, to allow Him to envelop and permeate our lives!  This Love in not something, if you will recall from one of our previous sermons, but rather it is some One!  While all else is passing away, He alone abides forever!  All revelation, all knowledge, all other manifestations – have only been in part, incomplete, fading shadows, but the Perfect One, even Christ, GOD incarnate, is come and He is eternal!  He is the Message, He is the Model, He is the Meaning, and He is the Mission!  
﻿7﻿ ﻿Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. ﻿8﻿ He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. ﻿9﻿ ﻿In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten ﻿Son into the world, that we might live through Him.

1 John 4:7-9
When this world is gone, when it melts in the heat of GOD’s judgment fires, when the waters are dried up and the flowers fade, when the nations are no more and the kingdoms of this world recede into the obscurity of history, when the buildings fall and our beautiful edifices turn to dust, when we close our Bibles, to encounter the Eternal WORD, when the illusions of life have been stripped away from our eyes, and when we see and know even as we are known, that which was only in part, shall pass away! 
13﻿ And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

1 Corinthian 13:13

It is time to get back to the basics.
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