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Authentic Christianity
What does it mean to Follow Jesus?
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34 And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

Mark 8:34
Lesson 10:  Authentically Christian – (1 John 2:1-6)

We have come full circle in our series on Authentic Christianity.  I hope that as we have considered what is essential to our faith, we have grown to be able to recognize those things that undermine our faith and subtly draw us away from true faith.  As you may already sense it, there are so many voices claiming to be the voice of the LORD, while offering disparate and contradictory messages, it can be difficult to grasp what it means to be a follower of Christ.  That is why it is so important that we are learned in the Scriptures and sensitive to the Spirit of GOD.  Understanding and insight arise out of us spending an appropriate amount of time in prayer, study, worship, and service.  In the same way that we cultivate relationships with loved ones, family, and friends, we must cultivate our relationship with GOD.  
If we will hear and understand him, we must spend time with Him. If we are to become acquainted with His ways, we must stay in His proximity (His footsteps)!  If we are to discern what His Will is, we must grasp what His Word already says! When we do these things we protect ourselves against deceptive and destructive doctrines that undermine our faith, and carry us away from solid instruction.  Do recall the four (4) things we discussed that undermine our faith?  See if you can write them in the space provided below:
1. _________________________________

2. _________________________________

3. _________________________________

4. _________________________________
We must not take GOD’s grace for granted (license) – ‘shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?’ (Romans 6:1). We must not add anything to the grace of GOD (legalism) – ‘for by grace are you saved through faith…’ (Ephesians 2:8).  We must not become preoccupied with prosperity and materialism (lust) – ‘do not worry about your life…’ (Luke 12:22).  Finally, we must not be so consumed by our desire for ‘spiritual gifts’ that we find ourselves in competition with, rather than compliment to one another – ‘the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all…’ (1 Cor. 12: 7). It continues to be my prayer that as we grow strong in the LORD and confident in our relationship with Him.  We will guard ourselves against any such error. 

There is a simple truth that has been hinted at over and over again throughout the duration of this series, and I hope that it is clear to you now.  Do you know what it is?
   Christianity is not ‘religion’ in the sense that most of us perceive religion.  It is not a set of rules, rituals, rites, and ceremonies that make us Christian.  Although we do have our forms, traditions, our special services and observances, these things do not ultimately define us!  Our forms and traditions may very well enhance and lend significance to particular elements of our faith, but they are not what define our faith.  Our services and observances may well bolster our faith and establish for us some corporate identity, but these things only give us a hint of who we are!  
If Christianity is not just another religion, then we must ask, ‘What is it?”  How would you define it?  What makes it significant or distinct from all the other ‘religions’ of the world?_____ _______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________


In our previous lesson, we learned that Christianity is defined by love.  This love is the basis for humanity’s relationship with GOD our Creator and Father.  This love was manifest toward us when Jesus came and gave His life so that we would not be separated from the Father (dead in our sins).  GOD so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believed in Him would not perish but have everlasting life!   Love was incarnate!  This Love is active.  This Love is accessible to us!  This Love is not, as you may recall, something to be possessed but is Someone we must know!  
﻿

9﻿﻿In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten ﻿Son into the world, that we might live through Him.

1 John 4:9
Brothers and sisters, our salvation was complete when Christ rose from the tomb.  Our position is secure even though our condition is yet being worked on day by day.  We are being transformed day by day from what we were, into what GOD created us to be.  Our lives are on display, so that the world can behold His good works in us.  
We are at the point, again, when we must ask the question – what does it mean to be a Christian?  What is the crux of our faith?  If Christianity is not defined by all the things we’ve talked about in the previous weeks, then what defines it?  Maybe this will help:
﻿3﻿Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. ﻿4﻿He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a ﻿liar, and the truth is not in him. ﻿5﻿But ﻿ ﻿whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God ﻿is perfected ﻿in him. By this we know that we are in Him. ﻿6﻿ ﻿He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked. 

1 John 2:3-5

According the verse above, we are assured of our salvation when our lives reflect obedience to His commandments. What were Christ’s commands?  Please note that our obedience affirms our salvation (the redemptive work is already complete) but it is not a prerequisite to our salvation. In these verses John reminds us that if we abide in Him, we ought to walk just as He walked.  This should call to your memory where we started this series:
18 And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. 19 And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.

Matthew 4:18-19
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And he said unto them, Follow me…

‘Follow Me…’ No single phrase carries any greater weight in terms of what it means to be authentically Christian.  This command carries with it the responsibility of hearer to examine the actions of the One giving the command.  Jesus is the speaker, we (his disciples) are the hearers and His instruction is simple – ‘Follow me…’   
To ‘follow’ carries with it so many meanings.  Jesus’ word to us is rich and replete with meaning.  When He says, ‘follow me’,   He means that we ought to go after, to go behind, to pursue, to chase, to trail to track to hunt, to go along, to stay on, to keep to, to stick to, to abide by, to respect, to adhere to, to understand to grasp, to get the gist of, to keep an eye on, to survey, to be a fan of, to admire, to be a devotee of, to move behind in the same direction, to accept as guide or leader, and to conform to and comply with!  ‘Follow Me…’, He says.
 In order to follow, we must allow Him to lead – we must position ourselves behind Him.  Then we must take care to examine carefully His actions and movements – so that we might imitate (follow) Him.  Then finally, we must have some understanding of His intentions so that we are not simply going through the motions, but we also possess the same motives!  We are Authentically Christian, when we are walking in the footsteps of Jesus.  When we are possessed by His Spirit, our motives are transformed, and our actions reflect His Will.  We are moved by compassion and His love is perfected in us.  
We, if we are to be Authentically Christian, aside from all the traditions and forms we possess, must walk in love!  We must be so moved by His love for us, that it causes us to overflow with love for humanity.  We must love one another – this is how we ‘follow’ Jesus. This is how His love is perfected in us.  By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love one for another (John 13:35).  This is how the world sees GOD – This is Authentic Christianity – This is what it means to follow Jesus!
﻿12﻿ ﻿No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us. ﻿13﻿ ﻿ ﻿By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. ﻿14﻿ And ﻿we have seen and testify that ﻿the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world. ﻿15﻿ ﻿Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. ﻿16﻿ And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and ﻿he who abides in love abides in God, and God ﻿in him.
 

1 John 4:12-16
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