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Authentic Christianity
What does it mean to Follow Jesus?
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34 And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

Mark 8:34
Lesson 1 – Introduction

There are so many voices speaking now claiming to be the voice of the LORD, while offering disparate messages that border on the contradictory, it can be difficult at times to discern what it really means to be a follower of Christ.  Churches and new ministries are cropping up like fast food franchises with their appeal to a particular demographic with very specific foci on some (though sometimes very little) aspect of ministry, form of worship, doctrine, or theology.  It can be downright confusing!  In our current culture, because we so enjoy our choices, there appears to be something for everybody!  We shop for churches in much the same way that we shop for anything else.  We gravitate toward that which appeals to our own sensibilities and proclivities, and affirms our own affections and disposition.   In the worst cases we segregate ourselves from other Christians and embrace a type of spiritual superiority that undermines the very heart and identity of Authentic Christianity.  
The symbol above is Ichthus (ἰχθύς ) – the Greek word for fish.   You’ve probably seen it on a bumper magnet or sticker and maybe wondered what it was.  You see, it was the Ichthus, rather than the Cross, that was the early symbol of Christianity.   When one came across this symbol, one could be sure that there was a meeting of Christians nearby or that she was encountering a Christian brother or sister.   Because the early church was often persecuted, it is believed that ‘They probably chose the Greek word for fish (ichthus) as a code for the name of Christ: Iesous Christos Theou Huios Soter (Jesus Christ, God’s Son, Savior). The first letters of these Greek (ΊΧΘΥΣ) words combine to make the word ichthus in Greek.’
 
One may ask, ‘Why the fish?’  But I think that if you are acquainted at all with the ministry of Christ and the men He called as His disciples, you will find that at least seven of the original apostles made their living as fishermen (See Matthew 4:18, Luke 5:6-9, and John 21:3).  As Jesus called his first disciples, He told them that He would make them ‘fishers of men’ (See Matthew 4:19, Mark 1:7).  Do you remember the miraculous feeding of the multitude with the fish and the loaves?
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In our times, though living in a ‘free’ society, the values and culture of our society are often hostile to our faith, and sometimes, as I’ve already mentioned, our greatest detractors and discouragement comes from within.  The church, supposing to be ‘salt and light’ (Matthew 5), a source of direction and influence, has fallen under the influence of a culture of competition, comfort, individualism, egotism, and self-centeredness.   Our identity is bordering on schizophrenic, and our message is garbled.  Oh that we would embrace the simplicity of Christ’s charge to His disciples and dispel the confusion that consumes us!  Oh that people could see some sign in us that identifies us, even when we are surrounded by hostility!    When so many believers are confused about their faith, what hope is there for the unbeliever?
Over the next several lessons, we will approach the basics of our faith and discuss in brief what this may look like practically.  I am persuaded that by the end of this series you may be relieved as well as encouraged as you learn what it means to follow Jesus.  You will be able to discern what is integral to your faith walk and you will be able to spot what is merely ‘window dressing’.  You will be able to identify and respect differences in administration and diversity in expression while not being overwhelmed by some sense of spiritual inadequacy or the spirit-stifling need to succumb to conformity or popularity.  In the coming lessons we will discuss:
Lesson 1:  Introduction to Authentic Christianity.

Lesson 2:  How are we saved?  (Ephesians 2:1-10)

Lesson 3:  How do we live ‘saved’? (Romans 12:1-3)

Lesson 4:  A Single Sign. (John 13-34-35)

Lesson 5:  Undermining our Faith – Grace as License. (Romans 6:1-4) 

Lesson 6:  Undermining our Faith – Salvation by Works (Galatians 2:11-21)
Lesson 7:  Undermining our Faith – Prosperity Preoccupation (Luke 12:13-23)

Lesson 8:  Undermining our Faith – Charismatic Chaos (1 Corinthians 12)

Lesson 9:  Returning to the Basics – Faith, Hope, & Love (1 Corinthians 13)

Lesson 10:  Authentically Christian – (1 John 2:1-6)

Brothers and Sisters, it is my prayer that over the next several weeks, through the power of His Word, we will be able to allay the fears, and remove the anxieties that may have dogged you in the past as to living the Christian life.  It is also my hope to remind you of the priorities of the Christian life, while inspiring you to abide in genuine Christian liberty.  It is my prayer that you begin to realize that our liberty in Christ is never an end in and of itself, but it is the very means through which we draw others to Christ and the richness of His salvation!  

18 And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. 19 And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.

Matthew 4:18-19
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